
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is just about my favourite time of the year! I love it! I have such wonderful memories from 

my childhood – my parents gave us such fantastic Christmases! And I wanted to be able to give this 

same gift of a magical Christmas and beautiful memories to my children. But I became conscious 

that I was trying to run two Christmases in parallel: the Christmas celebration of Christ and the 

Christmas celebration of fun traditions – and often the latter was more appealing to them than the 

first. I realised that I needed to make a conscious effort to put Christ at the heart of Christmas, but I 

didn’t want to lose the tree decorating, and the lights, and the baking and all those fun times – and I 

also believe that God wouldn’t want me to. After all, this is the birth of Jesus we’re celebrating: God 

incarnate come to reconcile all of creation to himself (Col 1:20). Of course Christmas celebrations 

should be fun and memorable and exciting! But they should also point to Jesus, not distract from 

him. 

And so I started to think about how I could bring many of the traditions I love about Christmas in line 

with the heart of Christmas. A lot of the traditions are not, technically, being redeemed as they were 

never to do with the birth of Christ in the first place: Christmas trees and Santa, for example. But 

Christ came to reconcile all things to Himself, including these.  

Looking on the internet I struggled to find anything that met with what I was trying to do. Some 

resources actually reinforced this ‘dual Christmas’ by coming up with specifically Christian activities 

about the Christmas story, but not drawing into it the other traditions that have become a part of 

our Christmas celebrations. But what several people did note was that the Jesus Storybook Bible 

contained 24 stories leading up to Christmas, all showing how they ‘breathed [Jesus’] name’. 

Perfect! And so, a couple of years ago, I began putting together my own advent activities for my 

children. I’m sharing these ideas so that they might be a spring board for your own thinking – they’re 

just ideas. Change them as best suits your family, and swap in your own traditions – it might even be 

a great opportunity to start some new ones! 

Some things will go way above the head of my children until they are older, but by starting them 

now I hope they grow up with Christ firmly at the centre of their Christmas – they won’t have 

competing narratives taking root in their hearts and minds.   

 

That all depends on what works for you! Each day there is a story from the Jesus Storybook Bible, a 

corresponding Christmas activity including some possible talking points, and some prayer ideas. It’s 

probably worth having a read through all of them before December, as some of them require some 

forward planning and you may need to gather a few bits. For us, there are some activities we’re 



happy for me to do with our children on my own, and others we want to do as a family, so we have 

to plan our day around that – maybe having dinner before my husband gets home so we can do the 

activity together before bedtime. Usually, the children and I read the story at the beginning of the 

day (I do suggest reading the story first so you have something to refer back to), and then at the end 

of the day again with my husband, so they can tell him what they did that day and how it relates (in 

theory – in previous years they’ve not really ‘got it’ – but I’m hopeful that our 4 year old will this 

year). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is an introduction to what the Bible is – and isn’t. It talks about how there are different rules and 

people in the Bible, but how its primary purpose is to tell us the story of God and what he’s done 

through Jesus. 

 

 

We do this using plastic holy sprigs and tinsel! It’s the candles that are key here (if you use tinsel you 

may want to switch the candles throughout the month so the flame doesn’t get too close!). As you 

put each candle in, you can talk about how each person or people they represent points us to Christ, 

but ultimately can’t be our saviour. For the first week of Advent light the first candle, for the second 

the first two candles and so on. This will provide more opportunity to build on discussions that you 

may have today, and for your children to ponder and ask questions.  

Candle 1 – The Patriarchs 

These are the likes of Abraham, Moses and David – they point us to Jesus in that Jesus is their 

fulfilment. He is the one through whom all nations will be blessed, fulfilling God’s promises to 

Abraham; He is both the perfect law-keeper, perfect High Priest and perfect sacrifice, fulfilling the 

law given to Moses; He is the true King whose kingdom will never end. So the patriarchs foreshadow 

Christ and point us to him. 

Candle 2 – The Prophets 

The likes of Isaiah and Micah foretold the birth of Jesus. Others point towards him through their lives 

– Hosea (who continually fought for and forgave his wife) and Jonah (who spent three days in 

darkness), for example. 

Candle 3 – John the Baptist 

Many people thought John might be the Messiah, but he was very clear that he was not. John tells 

us that he is getting ready for the coming of Jesus, which is what we also use this period of Advent 

for – to reflect and repent and prepare for the return of Christ. 

Candle 4 – Mary 



Mary is the mother of Jesus – she said yes where most others would say no. But she cannot save us – 

she played an important role in God’s salvation plan, but she is neither central nor indispensible to 

it. But we honour her for her obedience, faith and service. 

Centre Candle – Jesus  

This is it. This is the culmination of what we’ve been building up to. The climax of the anticipation – 

the salvation-history narrative reflected in the lighting of our advent candles.  

 

 

Thank God for the story of redemption and for sending his Son. Repent of the ways in which you’ve 

already lost sight of the incarnate Christ this Christmas. Ask him that you might draw closer to him 

this Advent, and learn more of what he did through Jesus and of your place in that narrative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the story of creation, of how God created a perfect and beautiful world. It tells of God being 

the craftsman behind the mountains and trees and valleys and lakes, and how the act of creation 

culminated in the making of man and woman.  

 

Growing up, the 1st December marked the beginning of the annual family negotiations – when 

should we put up the Christmas tree? My sisters and I were ready from day one, whereas my dad 

was a little more conservative and wanted to wait till later in December. We usually settled on a 

Saturday a couple of weeks before Christmas, which seemed like a good compromise. Putting the 

tree up on the 2nd December does feel, perhaps, a little early – but it does fit this story beautifully!  

Whilst you’re putting up the tree, you could talk about all the things God created: the trees, the 

sparkling stars (fairy lights), shimmering rivers (tinsel), and anything else that fits. You could talk 

about which bits of creation your children like the best, or which bits leave them most in awe of our 

creator God. At the end, reiterate that God saw that all he had made was good, but it is the man and 

the woman that he has a relationship with.  

 

Thank God for His creation, and for making and loving us. Say sorry for the times we don’t care for 

God’s creation, or reflect His love to the people he created and loves. Pray for the Holy Spirit to work 

in our hearts to help us grow in our ability to love others.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This story tells of evil and sin entering the world, and the beautiful creation God had made being set 

in a motion of decay. Even worse, the relationship He had with man and woman was torn apart. But, 

as is eluded to at the end of the story, despite our sin, the depths of God’s love are so great that he 

sent Jesus to save us. 

 

Perhaps begin by discussing with your children the ways in which we know we are loved (by God and 

by other people) and how we can show love to others. Depending on your child’s age, this could 

involve a discussion about love being about our actions more than feelings. Decide on a way you can 

practically reflect God’s love to someone else and then act on it. 

For example, at our church there is a food bank which, at Christmas, delivers festive food parcels to 

help those who have very little to join in with the festivities, so in the past I’ve taken my children 

shopping to pick out some bits to donate to the parcels. Or perhaps you could bake mince pies for 

someone, or handwrite a personal Christmas letter to a friend or relative, or maybe buy a gift for a 

gift appeal (some local radio stations and other organisations run these – though overseas ones have 

usually passed the deadline by now). 

Whatever it is you choose to do, reiterate that we show love to others because we have been shown 

the greatest love by Jesus.  

 

Thank God for His great love, and the ways in which He has shown us that love. Say sorry for the 

opportunities we’ve passed up on to reflect that love to other people. Pray for opportunities to show 

God’s love and to tell them about how Christmas helps us to know that God loves us.  

 

 



 

This is the story of Noah and the Ark, perhaps one of the best known Old Testament stories there is. 

One of the most iconic images from this story is that of the rainbow, which God puts in the sky at the 

end. It serves as a reminder of God’s promise never to wipe out humankind in the same way again, 

but also, as Sally Lloyd-Jones points out, it’s symbolic of God hanging His ‘bow’ in the sky, pointing 

up at heaven... 

 

We do this using Skittles (‘taste the rainbow’!) but you can use any colourful sweets. Just make 

cones out of a circle of wrapping paper and attach a bit of ribbon across the top (a bit like a basket 

handle) to hang it on the tree, and fill them with  the sweets and hang it on your tree. The sweets 

may make it to Christmas day or, if your house is anything like mine, they’ll be lucky to make it to the 

end of 5th December! While you’re making the rainbow decorations (and, indeed, while you’re 

eating them), you could talk about what the rainbow means: that ultimately, though we still sin and 

do not walk with God, God does not turn His righteous wrath at us, but at Jesus.  

 

Thank God that Christ has taken the wrath and punishment for our sin, that the bow and arrow has 

been pointed at Him. Pray that we would daily be in awe of this glorious truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of the Tower of Babel – about how we often think we don’t need God and that we 

can do things ourselves. However, we can’t. We can do nothing by ourselves, least of all earn our 

own righteousness. We desperately need Jesus. 

 

Make a ‘Merry Christmas’ picture or banner writing ‘Merry Christmas’ in as many different 

languages as you can find (the library or the internet should help with this!) You could talk about 

how we can do nothing without God, and that Jesus came to save everyone, people of all different 

languages, who accept Him as Saviour. 

 

 Thank God for sending Jesus for everyone, so that we can be clothed in His righteousness and do 

not need to (and indeed cannot) earn righteousness for ourselves. Say sorry for the times we believe 

we don’t need God and try to do things in our own strength. Please help us to always be walking 

with God, and to realise the awesome truth that Jesus came to do what we could not do for 

ourselves – give us salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Abraham and Sarah and God promising and blessing them with baby Isaac. It 

reminds us that God is faithful to keep His promises and powerful beyond what we humanly and 

scientifically know to be the case: even though Sarah was old and barren, God promised her a child 

and gave them Isaac.  

 

 Go out and look at the stars together (or if the weather is not star-gazing weather you could look up 

pictures on the internet, or make a picture using glitter and black paper). Enjoy the time together, 

and reflect on the goodness of God. Tell your children that they are a blessing to you, from God. You 

could talk about the blessing that Jesus is to all of us, and the eternal life that God promises us 

through faith in Jesus.  

 

Thank God that He is faithful and we can trust Him. Thank Him for the promise He makes in Jesus: 

that we can be saved through faith in Him. Say sorry for the times we do not trust God and we do 

not remember the goodness of God shown to us in Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Abraham being willing to sacrifice Isaac. It is a difficult story, and one that might 

raise questions from your children. It is important to remember that God DOES NOT require us to 

sacrifice our children! He did not require it of Abraham, and He will not ask you to sacrifice your 

children. In fact, we do not need to make sacrifices in the sense laid out in the Old Testament at all, 

because Jesus came to be the sacrifice once and for all.  

 

I know that the question of whether Christian parents should ‘do’ Santa or not is difficult – and 

parents reach different conclusions. I’ve decided to include a visit to Santa as Santa is unavoidable at 

Christmas, whether or not we chose to partake in it. As a family we take the line ‘Father Christmas is 

a game we play at Christmas’, and so taking our children to see Father Christmas is a part of this 

game. It might help to explain where the tradition came from to your children – originally Father 

Christmas was known as Saint Nicholas, who was a real person in the fourth century AD. As with 

most historical figures who have become legends, it’s hard to know which of the traditional stories 

are completely true, but it does seem that St Nicholas was a very generous, very wealthy man, who 

blessed people by secretly giving gifts – hence where the stories of Father Christmas evolved from.  

You could discuss how the generosity of St Nicholas, and the giving of presents at Christmas (and 

hence Santa), reflect how the first Christmas was a giving of a gift – Jesus. He is the ultimate gift, and 

through Him we receive the free gift of grace.  

 

Thank God for the gift of Jesus and the gift of grace. Thank God that, because of His generosity and 

kindness, we can reflect this through the giving of gifts to others at Christmas. Say sorry for often 

allowing presents to become the focus at Christmas, and for greed and selfishness in our hearts 

sometimes causing us to focus on what we might get, rather than how we can reflect the love of God 

through giving gifts. Help us to give generously and remember the gift of Jesus as the ultimate gift at 

Christmas.  



 

This is the story of Leah, who felt unloved and rejected. But she was not, and God loved her and had 

a vital part for her and her family in His plan to redeem humankind.  

 

For this you will need a calendar for the next year that you can add photos to – you can buy these in 

several shops and then stick photos to it, or you could make it online using a photo website. If you 

need to keep costs down (we absolutely know the feeling!) you could find a one page printout online 

of a year calendar (just type 2016 calendar into Google images) and stick a photo on. As you look 

through your family photos, you could talk about how God loves each of us unconditionally, as He 

did Leah, and how, no matter how we might feel about ourselves and our worth, God has a plan for 

us, as with Leah.  

 

Thank God that He loves us, and that no one is unloved by Him. Thank God that He has a plan for our 

lives. Pray that we might honour that and bring Him glory. Say sorry for the times we do not act as 

though everyone is loved by God, and for when we do not act lovingly to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Joseph, and how Joseph forgave his brothers. But it is also a story of how God is 

able to use all situations for good, and that we see this in the life of Jesus: all that happened to Jesus 

was used by God for the salvation of humankind. Jesus was the ultimate forgiving prince. 

 

Make gingerbread men as the 12 brothers and one gingerbread baby (you might have to model this 

free-hand), perhaps even decorating Joseph with a colourful coat. You could re-enact the story using 

the 12 gingerbread men, focusing on the end of the story where Joseph forgives his brothers. Then 

bring out the gingerbread baby, and reflect on how this small baby was the ultimate forgiving prince 

and would be punished for all the things we did even though He did nothing wrong, and that 

through Him we can be forgiven.  

 

Thank God for the forgiveness we can receive because of Jesus. Say sorry for the sins we commit, 

and pray now for that forgiveness. Say sorry also for the times we have not extended the forgiveness 

we have received to others, and pray that the Holy Spirit would cultivate forgiving hearts in us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of God rescuing the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and setting them free from the 

oppression and slavery of Pharaoh. It points to Jesus setting us free from the oppression and slavery 

of sin.  

 

This story mentions Passover, which is the meal Jesus celebrated with His disciples at the Last 

Supper, and is the meal we now celebrate at Holy Communion when we remember the sacrifice of 

Jesus on the cross. Using bread and wine (or grape juice), celebrate Holy Communion together. 

Explain that at Holy Communion, we remember that God rescued the Israelites through Moses for 

their earthly life, but through Jesus God rescues us for eternity (which includes our earthly life). We 

remember this with the bread that represents His body and the wine His blood, which were broken 

and shed on the cross.  

 

Thank God that Jesus rescued us. Thank God for the sacrifice of Jesus and that we can remember it 

through Holy Communion. Say sorry for the sins which separate us from God, but thank Him that no 

sin is beyond forgiveness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of God parting the sea to make a way so that Moses and the Israelites could escape 

to safety. God has made a way for us too, back to Him, through Jesus.  

 

I love going for walks in the woods with my boys, and I loved it as a child too. It seemed to be 

something of a Christmas tradition to go for a walk in the woods to collect pinecones to paint. I 

recommend doing that while you’re out walking – I have such fond memories of it! You could talk 

about the way to get back to where you started from, and how we know how to get back. But 

sometimes people get lost and need help to get back. As people we are all lost and need help to get 

back to being in right relationship with God – and Jesus is that help. His sacrifice means we can be 

forgiven and so the way back to God is made for us. (This activity is quite metaphorical, and so might 

not be grasped by younger children, but this should not deter us – they often understand more than 

we realise and we are laying foundations that can be built upon year by year). 

 

Thank God that Jesus has made a way for us back to God. Say sorry for the things we do that 

separate us and leave us lost. Pray for His help to always be quick to turn back to Jesus and accept 

His help in coming back to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of the Israelites’ time in the wilderness: of God’s provision for them both materially 

(through such things as manna) and through the giving of the Ten Commandments to help them live 

well. But ultimately they could not follow the rules, and God provides for our failings in this by giving 

us Jesus – the only one who could be truly obedient. 

 

I love everything about mince pies – making them, the smell of them cooking, eating them warm, 

eating them cold... But if you don’t like mince pies, then any kind of Christmas sweet treat will work, 

perhaps sugar cookies or flapjack with cinnamon (and I’ll have your share of the mince pies!) As you 

bake and eat mince pies you could talk about God’s provision in the wilderness, and the sweet 

manna that He provided (like sweet mince pies, slightly tenuous I know, but I just love mince pies). 

You could discuss the ways in which God provides for us now, but the ultimate provision is through 

Jesus and the provision of salvation and eternal life. 

 

Thank God for His provision for us – materially yes, but ultimately in Jesus. Say sorry for the ways we 

are not thankful for His provisions, or we focus our attention on the immediate and material, and 

not on our ultimate hope in Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Joshua and the walls of Jericho, and how God brought down the walls to provide 

a home and a land for the Israelites. But the Israelites turned from God and ended up losing their 

land and their homes, but now, through Jesus, God has given us a home in His Kingdom.  

 

You can get 3D gingerbread house cutters, or you could just make house shaped biscuits. If you 

might struggle to find time to bake and construct a house, then you can buy sets of ready-made 

gingerbread pieces that you put together. As you make your gingerbread house, you could talk 

about your home, and the types of homes different people live in. You could discuss how homes 

don’t last forever, or people sometimes move. But the home we have in the Kingdom of God is a 

home that will last forever. (Again, as with the activity on 11th December, this is pretty metaphorical, 

and might throw up some eschatological questions about the coming of God’s Kingdom and the 

physicality of heaven – answer as you feel able, and be confident to say if you don’t know an answer 

to your child’s question!) 

 

Thank God for our homes, and for giving us a home in the Kingdom of God. Say sorry for turning 

from God, but thank God that our home in His Kingdom is not dependent on us and cannot be lost 

through our sinning, but has been won for us and is secure because of Jesus and His sacrifice on the 

cross.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Samuel anointing David, who, though he didn’t seem like a king, was the one God 

had ordained as king for the Israelites. Jesus never seemed like a king: he was a baby born among 

the animals, he wasn’t powerful, he didn’t have friends in high places, he had no-one to ‘pull some 

strings’ when he faced crucifixion, and he died the death of a criminal. Yet He was the true king. 

Small, helpless, sleeping in his mother’s arms – this was the King of Kings who would be the dawning 

of a new age and would bring the Kingdom of God to break in to our fallen world.  

 

Decorating crowns is usually an activity for remembering the Magi, but here we’re going to 

remember King David. You could talk about how he seemed an unlikely candidate to be a king, and 

how Jesus never wore a crown, except the one of thorns, but is our ultimate king.  

 

Thank God that he rules over all. Pray for wisdom for the kings and other rulers in our world. Thank 

God for the tiny baby king Jesus. Say sorry for the times we do not look to Jesus as our king, and 

we’re ruled by other things, other idols. Pray for help in keeping our focus on Jesus, especially as we 

get even nearer to Christmas and it’s easy to be ruled by so many other Christmas idols and forget 

Jesus at the centre of it all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of David and Goliath – of young David defeating the giant with the help of God, not 

the help of man and all the weapons and armour Saul offered. It points to the story of Jesus winning 

the battle over sin and death, but not in the way it was expected such a battle would be won. 

 

David collected five round stones to go into battle against Goliath with – use the five round oranges 

to remind you of the five stones. There are plenty of instructions to make orange pomanders online 

– essentially, stick cloves in oranges! As you make these, you could talk about what people might 

have thought David would need to go into battle, but they had forgotten that God doesn’t always do 

things the way we expect. People often expected the redeemer God sent to be much more powerful 

and to lead a rebellion army, but He wasn’t and He didn’t.  

 

Thank God that He is mighty and sovereign, and that, though we might not understand the way He is 

doing something, His plans are perfect. Say sorry for the times we don’t trust God, or we ignore Him 

and do things our own way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of David, of how God forgave him and how he wrote many Psalms.  

 

Grab a CD, or a piano if you have one handy, and enjoy a festive sing-song together. You could talk 

about how we can express ourselves in song, and what the words of the carols teach us about Jesus 

(just be careful as not all carols are theologically sound – in these instances you could use the 

opportunity to discuss what you believe instead). 

  

Thank God for the Psalms and music, and for the way they help us express our emotions. Thank God 

for sending Jesus and that we can celebrate that through singing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Namaan, who was healed not only of his leprosy but also of his sick and sinful 

heart. Later, God sent Jesus to forgive all of us, and to wash away the sickness and sinfulness of our 

hearts. 

 

Wrapping presents gives us the opportunity to re-visit the idea of Jesus being the ultimate gift at 

Christmas, and that we can give gifts to other people as a way of reflecting the love of God and to 

remind us of the gift of grace. By using heart gift tags, you could talk about Jesus coming to cleanse 

our hearts of sin, and though we will continue to do sinful things, we can be in Christ and have our 

hearts mended.  

 

Thank God for the gift of Jesus and the gift of grace. Say sorry for the sinful things we do, but thank 

God that they are not beyond the redemption of Jesus. Help us to remember that, as we give gifts, 

they reflect the gift of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is a paraphrase of the book of Isaiah, prophesying the coming of Christ to save humankind.  

 

The Jesus Storybook Bible explains the prophesies of Isaiah as being a bit like a letter from God to His 

people. Although by the 18th December most Christmas cards will have already been sent, you could 

reserve one or two to write for those you’ll be seeing in person. The letter God sent to His people 

through Isaiah told them about how Jesus was going to come into the world – you could use this as 

an opportunity to write a Christmas card or letter to someone telling them about Jesus coming into 

the world, or draw a picture of Jesus on a card.  

 

Thank God that He had a plan to redeem creation and save us. Thank Him that He sent Jesus. Help us 

to remember that this is what Christmas is about and to share this with other people. Say sorry for 

not always taking the opportunities God gives us to tell people about Jesus at Christmas time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Daniel in the lions’ den: about how Daniel followed God, even when it cost him 

being thrown to the lions, and how God rescued him in the lions’ den. It points to the coming of 

Jesus who followed God even when it cost Him His life, and how God rescued humankind through 

Jesus. 

 

Get some snacks and snuggle up together under a blanket to watch a nativity film. There are several 

out there, depending on the age of your children. You could talk about how God sent an angel to 

save Daniel from the lions, but He sent Jesus to save us from sin and death. Perhaps you could also 

try and draw out the ways in which we can follow God even when there is a cost, and how knowing 

that Jesus has been before us to win us eternal life can make a difference to how we view these 

situations. 

 

Thank God for sending Jesus to save us. Thank God that he was obedient, even to death on a cross, 

that we might be free from sin and death and receive eternal life. Say sorry for the times we choose 

to turn from God, rather than pay the cost of following Him. Help us to follow God, no matter what 

the cost, having confidence that the battle against sin and death has been won. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of Jonah, who was called to go to Nineveh and ran in the opposite direction! It tells 

of God’s mercy, both to Jonah and the Ninevites, and, ultimately, to the whole of humankind, 

through Jesus. 

 

We have a little Christmas village play set which we use for this but you could easily make one using 

play houses or Duplo, or even cardboard boxes, that you could decorate with cotton wool or glitter 

for snow. We sometimes use a white towel to make a snow covered floor, and silver foil for a frozen 

pond. Let your imagination run wild. You could pretend that this village was Nineveh – what kind of 

things might the people have been doing that God was angry with? How might they have felt when 

He showed them mercy through sending Jonah to speak to them? How might they have responded? 

What things might we do that anger God? How do we feel knowing that we have been shown the 

ultimate mercy by God sending Jesus? How might we respond?  

 

Thank God for His great mercy in sending Jesus. Thank God that through faith in Jesus we are 

forgiven all our sins. Pray for those who don’t know the mercy of Jesus and that they might come to 

know more of Jesus and the love of God this Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This chapter summarises the Israelites’ return from exile, the reading of the law and the recalling of 

their history as the chosen people of God. It tells of the promise that God was going to send a 

redeemer and that they were to prepare for His coming. 

 

You could have a big party, or a party just among yourselves. You could talk about all the things you 

have to do to get ready for the party and why you would put so much effort into Christmas and a 

Christmas party – because of the awesome reason we have to celebrate – the birth of our Saviour!  

 

Thank God for Christmas, for the promise of Christmas, for the celebration of Christmas. Thank God 

for our Saviour. Help us not to lose sight of the meaning of Christmas as we get ready to celebrate in 

a few days’ time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of the birth of Christ, from Gabriel visiting Mary to Jesus being born among the 

animals. 

 

If you have a nativity set, set it up and talk about and act out the story. If you don’t have one, you 

could print off pictures to colour in and cut out, and use these to act out the story. You could try and 

draw out from your child what they understand about the birth of Christ. 

 

Thank God for the faithfulness of Mary and Joseph and their obedience and love. Thank God for the 

events that took place, and for the courage Mary and Joseph showed. Thank God for the tiny little 

helpless babe, who came to save us all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of angels telling the shepherds of the birth, and the shepherds going to visit the new 

baby Jesus. It talks about Jesus as the light of the world, a star shining in the dark night, and how, as 

the darkness grew, it only served to make that star shine brighter. 

 

This is something I loved to do with my family in the run-up to Christmas when I was a child: I found 

the lights so beautiful and mesmerising – and so festive! Wrap up warm, and go out for a walk (or 

drive) to see the Christmas lights. You could talk about what it means to say Jesus is the light of the 

world, or how the shepherds might have felt when the sky lit up with angels!  

 

Thank God that Jesus came to be the light of the world, that He shone bright in the darkness and 

that His light never goes out. Pray that God would use us to shine His light into the world. Say sorry 

for the times we do not shine light, but are part of the darkness. Thank God that, if we are in Christ, 

the darkness is no longer in us and that we are in the light of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This is the story of the Magi coming to revere Jesus and present Him with gifts. This is the final story 

in our build up to Christmas Day, and it concludes by telling of the how the Almighty God the Son 

was made a humble servant. 

 

Everything you might do to have a birthday party you could do – put up decorations, decorate a 

cake, prepare the food, maybe make a birthday card. You could talk about everything you’ve been 

doing over the course of Advent. You could talk about why the Magi might have travelled all that 

way and made such an effort. Why might you be making such an effort?  

 

Thank God for Christmas and for the obedience and humility of Christ. Help us to celebrate this well, 

remembering Christ is at the centre of everything we do at Christmas.  

 

 

 

 

 


